[Curative vs palliative strategies in locoregional recurrence of gastrointestinal malignancies].
Locoregional recurrence is a relevant problem in surgical oncology. Intraluminal local relapse only occurs when the primary resection is carried through with inappropriate safety margins. If possible, a second surgical resection with wider margins is the treatment of choice. When the primary resection was appropriately done, extraluminal relapse in the original tumor bed indicates the primary tumor was already in an advanced stage. The indication for a second resection must be considered carefully. A realistic prospect of long-term tumor control exists only when the second resection yields tumor-free margins and is combined with chemo- and radiotherapy. There is usually no curative treatment option for recurrences in the draining lymph node region, the so-called fourth dimension.